Angels in America
by Tony Kushner

The Play: Subtitled a “Gay Fantasia on National Themes” and
divided in two parts, “Millennium Approaches” and
“Perostroika”, Kushner’s epic work probes politics, religion,
sex, and human relationships in a manner that resonates
throughout the universe.

Time and Place: From Washington, D.C., the South Bronx, Salt
Lake City, Antarctica, and the Kremlin, to Hell, Heaven,
Purgatory, and beyond. 1985-1990.

The Scene: Harper Pitt, an agoraphobic young Mormon
woman with a Valium addiction, sits alone talking to herself.
She is the wife of Joe Pitt, a young chief clerk for the Justice
Department, who is struggling with his sexual identity.

(Harper at home, alone. She is listening to the radio and
talking to herself as she often does. She speaks to the
audience.)

HARPER: People who are lonely, people left alone, sit talking
nonsense to the air, imagining...beautiful systems dying, old
fixed orders spiraling apart... When you look at the ozone
layer, from outside, from a spaceship, it looks like a pale blue
halo, a gentle, shimmering aureole encircling the atmosphere
encircling the earth. Thirty miles above our heads, a thin layer
of three-atom oxygen molecules, product of photosynthesis,
which explains the fussy vegetable preference for visible
light, its rejection of darker rays and emanations. Danger
from without. It's a kind of gift, from God, the crowning
touch to the creation of the world: Guardian angels, hands
linked, make a spherical net, a blue-green nesting orb, a shell
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